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Territory ïcurrent state and 

emerging opportunities



Northern Territoryôs minerals sector

NT mineral production by value 
2020/21
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Northern Territory mineral exploration expenditure 
2013-2021



4 year (2018-2022), $26 million NT Government initiative to 

grow the exploration sector

Geoscience data to de-risk and attract exploration investment, 

�D�Q�G���S�U�R�P�R�W�H���W�K�H���7�H�U�U�L�W�R�U�\�¶�V���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O��

�¾ Supporting industry innovation through grants for greenfields

exploration

�¾ �8�S�J�U�D�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���7�H�U�U�L�W�R�U�\�¶�V���F�R�Y�H�U�D�J�H���R�I���J�H�R�S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���G�D�W�D��

�¾ Unlocking the resource potential of the Barkly and Gulf regions

�¾ Stimulating greenfields exploration in central Australia 

�¾ �3�U�R�P�R�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���7�H�U�U�L�W�R�U�\�¶�V���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���D�Q�G���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W��
opportunities; and

�¾ Making exploration and geoscience data more accessible

Increase in annual funding from $6.5 to $9.5 million per 

year from 1 July 2022 - ongoing

resourcingtheterritory.nt.gov.au



No shortage of upside in the NT

�‡ �&�R�U�H���/�L�W�K�L�X�P�¶�V���)�L�Q�Q�L�V�V���O�L�W�K�L�X�P���P�L�Q�H���F�R�P�P�H�Q�F�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q

�‡ �.�*�/���5�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V�¶���-�H�U�Y�R�L�V���F�R�S�S�H�U���P�L�Q�H���Q�H�D�U�L�Q�J���)�,�'

�‡ Large advanced rare earths and vanadium projects

�‡ Copper exploration boom underway for both copper-gold and 

sediment-hosted Cu (and Zn)

�‡ Advanced gold projects progressing in Pine Creek region; gold 

mill proposed for Tennant Creek

�‡ Potential for new gold developments in the Tanami

�‡ Exploration upturn in the Aileron and Irindina Provinces in 

central Australia, mainly targeting copper and/or nickel

�‡ Iron ore mining recommenced

�‡ Uranium is making a comeback

The Territory has awesome geology and is under-explored and 

under-developed compared to most other states



Oct 2018 Oct 2021

Sediment-hosted copper/zinc
�‡ Encounter/BHP

�‡ Resolution/OZ Minerals

�‡ Redbank Operations

�‡ Teck

�‡ DGR Global

�‡ �D�Q�G���P�D�Q�\���R�W�K�H�U�V�«��

Iron-oxide copper-gold; 

Sediment-hosted copper/zinc
�‡ Newcrest

�‡ Encounter

�‡ Teck

�‡ Inca Minerals

�‡ Greenvale Mining

�‡ Strategic Energy Resources

�‡ and many others�«��

Nickel-copper; copper-gold
�‡ IGO Ltd

�‡ Inca Minerals

�‡ Plutonic Ltd

Sediment-hosted Cu?; 

geological storage; uranium
�‡ FMG

�‡ Tomorrow Minerals

�‡ Core Uranium



Growing interest in 

sediment-hosted 

copper in the 

greater McArthur 

Basin

Encounter Resources, Diggers and 
Dealers Presentation, 2 Aug 2021



Frontier opportunities:

Tennant Creek extensions �±undercover extensions of prospective 

Palaeoproterozoic basement geology east and west of Tennant Creek; 

regional geological framework and mineral systems

greater McArthur Basin �±understanding the subsurface extent, 

structural architecture and stratigraphic correlations of the McArthur 

Basin undercover

South Nicholson Basin/Lawn Hill Platform �±virtually unexplored in 

the NT �±previously uncrecognised undercover extent and sediment-

hosted mineral potential

Unlocking the resource potential of 
the Barkly and Gulf regions

Collaborations with GA, MinEx CRC, University of Adelaide, CSIRO, industry

TENNANT
CREEK


